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Do you need skilled labour for 
your business to grow?

A
PN

41
0

Showcase your business at the first 
“@ work and play Queensland on Show” 
three day exhibition to be held at the 
Sydney Showground Superdome.

• 11 – 13 August, 2006
• 220 exhibitor sites plus 40 government and local 

region info sites
• Proudly Supported by Queensland State Government

Don’t wait. Phone for Early Bird Special.
Join us “@ work and play Queensland on Show”. 
Visit www.queenslandonshow.com.au
or phone 0407 040 141 
for more information

A WARRANT FOR THE CAPTURE OF 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IS OUT NOW

If you have a most wanted item to sell, contact your 
local classifieds now on 1300 136 181 to place your ad

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

www.localclassifieds.com.au

Stainless steel double door fridge with ice maker

Fisher & Paykel double drawer dishwasher

1929 Dodge ute – whole or parts

Nintendo 64 with Mario games

Fender Jaguar electric guitar

Kenwood 2005 steam mop

Female chihuahua puppies

2005 ‘Scott’ racing bike

Dyson upright vacuum

Elliptical Trainer 

• Custom Design every shed
• Personalise to suit your needs

NEED STORAGE SPACE?

31 Evans Ave, North Mackay

PH: 4951 2811
QBSA 738 901

WE MAKE IT ROCK SOLID
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Your Local News www.dailymercury.com.au

Grapevine helps educate, inform about suicide
By NICOLA SIMPSON
nicola.simpson@dailymercury.com.au

YOU may have heard on the
grapevine about a pro-active
group of people in Mackay doing
their bit to save lives.

The Grapevine Group is an or-

ganisation committed to educat-
ing people about suicide and pro-
viding resources for those affected
by it.

On Thursday night the Grape-
vine website was officially 
launched with speeches by guest
speakers Mackay Mayor Julie

Boyd and Lifeline Mackay-Whit-
sunday general manager Cheryl
Miller.

Cr Boyd commended The
Grapevine Group for their innova-
tive approach to a serious topic.

‘‘I think it’s a great organisation
that is trying to assist in an area in

the community where resources
are not always accessible,’’ she
said.

Ms Miller said the suicide toll 
in Australia was now above 2000
people a year.

‘‘Over the past decade that is
still more than the number of traf-

fic accident deaths,’’ she said.
If you would like to get involved

with the group and their fundrais-
ing activities which include ex-
hibiting art, masquerade parades
and fun events, contact the group
on their website www.grapevine-
group.org.au.

Chaos a
headache
for city’s
council
By MEREDITH PAPAVASILIOU
mpapavasiliou@dailymercury.com.au

MAIN Roads has wiped its hands
of the Greenfields’ traffic problems.

A spokesperson for the depart-
ment said improvements to the area
were the responsibility of Mackay
City Council and/or the developers.

But traders and the hundreds of
motorists expected to battle the traf-
fic to get in and out of the precinct
this Labour Day long weekend just
want it fixed — the don’t care who
does it.

Mackay Pet Super Store man-
ager Brad Smith said retailers in
the area would be bracing for a big
weekend.

‘‘If it (responsibility for the issue)
keeps going backwards and for-
ward (between authorities) nothing
will get done,’’ Mr Smith said.

‘‘It’d be nice if someone would
just sit down and take responsi-
bility for it.

‘‘We (traders) can’t build the
roads ourselves so the people who
can need to take action.’’

In a statement to The Daily
Mercury earlier this week, a Main
Roads spokesperson said access
between the Greenfields precinct
and the Bruce Highway would not
be considered as an option for alle-
viating traffic congestion.

‘‘The Bruce Highway is a Limited
Access Roadway,’’ the spokesper-
son said.

‘‘No additional access point from
the Greenfields shopping area will
be permitted on to the Bruce
Highway because it would reduce
the safety and efficiency in an area
where Bucasia Road traffic merges
with highway traffic.’’

LOOKING GOOD: Big Wal Milberg is a shadow of his former self after losing 66.3kg on
Australia’s Biggest Loser. Picture: COURTESY THE TOWNSVILLE BULLETIN

‘Fat fireman’ proves big loser
By MEREDITH PAPAVASILIOU
mpapavasiliou@dailymercury.com.au

HE might have lost a massive 66.3kg
but Big Wal Milberg is still larger than
life.

The former Mackay man was named
Biggest Eliminated Loser-up on Channel
Ten’s Australia’s Biggest Loser reality
TV show on Thursday night. 

He lost 37.5% of his original body
weight in just 15 weeks, meaning he lost
the highest percentage of his original
weight out of all eliminated contestants.

The now Townsville-based firefighter,
whose wife, Susy, was inspired to lose
29kgs herself, pocketed a cool $50,000, half
of which he immediately donated to
Westmead Hospital’s Burns Unit.

Fellow contestant, 26-year-old Sydney-
sider Adro now weighs 85.2kg, down
from his start weight of 136.5kg. Adro
shed 51.3kg in four months and collected
$200,000 and the title of Australia’s
Biggest Loser for his trouble.

The program’s official website said
Wal was humble and fought back tears. 

‘‘I’m feeling absolutely awesome,’’ Big
Wal told The Daily Mercury yesterday.

‘‘I was eliminated on the seventh week
but I went into this with three goals, to
lose weight, to stir things up and have
fun. And I did it all.’’

Selected for the show as the ‘‘alpha
male’’, Big Wal was never too far from
controversy.

And while the prizemoney is a major
coup for Big Wal, it’s just the start with
endorsements, television deals, appear-
ances on Rove Live and the Logies, a cal-
endar and fan mail from across the globe
pouring in.

He’s even been asked to sign a 16-week
contract and travel to America for the
third season of America’s Biggest Loser.
He’ll go if he can get the time off work.

‘‘Three months ago I was just a fat fire-
man,’’ Big Wal said.

‘‘This whole ride has been over-
whelming. I know my 15 minutes of fame
is almost up so I’m enjoying the ride
while I can.’’


