
THE challenge has been
set.

A Mackay suicide
awareness group is calling
on the business commun-
ity and local sporting
coaches to help raise
awareness of suicide
prevention and interven-
tion within the Mackay
district.

The Grapevine Group,
which has been highlight-
ing such serious issues for
the past four years, will be
hosting a Livingworks
Applied Suicide Interven-
tion Skills Training (ASIST)
session at Lifeline Mackay
this month, and are look-
ing for 10 sporting coaches

to undergo the training
session.

The two day session,
which costs $200 for each
participant, will be held
from 8.30am to 5pm on
March 29 and 30, and the
Grapevine group are put-
ting up $100 for each
participant. They are
calling on the business
community to donate the
other $100.

It may seem like a large
sum for each person but
chairperson for the Grape-
vine group, Debbie Knight,
said the purpose of the
training session is well
worth it.

For more information
contact Debbie on
0409 441 640 or online at
www.grapevinegroup.org.au.

From left, Rachel Joyce, Debbie Knight and Eunice
Armstrong of Grapevine. PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED
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MACKAY business-
man Peter Jenkins
has certainly seen

his fair share of change
during his past 40 years in
business, but this month he
is ready to give it all away in
exchange for some much-
needed rounds of golf.

Mr Jenkins is the owner
of the communications
business Whitsunday Office
Machines, and created the
successful business from
scratch a mere 33 years ago.

“Starting the business
was a pipe dream of mine,”
Mr Jackson said.

“It was a bold move back
then, and in the beginning it
was undercapitalised, but
you could do that back
then,” Mr Jenkins said.

“You can’t really start a
business like this now un-
less you have lots of money
in the bank.”

With a long history in
sales before starting his
business venture, Mr Jen-

kins has seen many changes
in computer technologies,
having first started with
electro-mechanical ma-
chines.

“Computers have come a
long way since then and the
biggest part of it was having
to overcome the transitions
and advances in technol-
ogies,” he said.

Mr Jenkins admits he hit

a few “dry gullies” when
first starting out but said
determination, knowledge
and persistence has seen
Whitsunday Office Ma-
chines grow into the suc-
cessful business it is today.

But the time has come for
him to hand over the reins
and take a step back to live
a happy new life of retire-
ment.

“It’s only natural; it is the
realities of life and I am
ready to move on,” he said.

And who better to step
into his shoes than long-
term employee Peter Bel-
dan.

“I have good faith in Pe-
ter; he has been here over
20 years and has as much
knowledge of the business
as I do.”

Peter Jenkins pulls
out his golf clubs

From one Peter to another, Peter Beldan, left, will take over the reins of Whitsunday Office
Machines from retiring Peter Jenkins. PHOTO: TONY MARTIN
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